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sake of crushing the spirit of the people or, what is the same thing,
of suppressing the Congress.

As to what particular items of programme Bombay should follow he left
to Mr. K. F. Nariman and his council.

Questioned if the work of carrying on the behests of the Congress would
not prove difficult if, as already contemplated, all listed Congress workers were
removed from the field of action, Gandhyi commented:

The resolution of the Working Committee was framed to cover
the difficulty raised. The situation will develop so suddenly that it
is not possible to be more definite than the resolution is. After
experience of nearly 12 years of satyagraha in a more or less
acute form,, individuals are expected to know what the change in
circumstances will require. Last year's experience shows that
in spite of the imprisonment of almost all the leaders, the nation
showed marvellous resourcefulness in the emergency as it arose,
and kept up the spirit of civil defiance.

When his attention was drawn to the possibility of opposition to the
Congress from certain classes of Indians, the Nfahatma said that some handi-
cap there naturally must be whenever there is internal opposition, but added:

All these difficulties will dissolve in the fire of suffering with-
out hatred whether towards the administrators or towards our own
people, whether they oppose or are indifferent to the movement.

The Bombay Chronicle, 4-1-1932

311.    MESSAGE TO INDIAN CHRISTIANS1

BOMBAY,
January 3, 1932

DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS AND FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN,

I have full trust that in the struggle on which the country is
about to embark, Indian Christians, who tender their loyalty to
the one whom they call the Prince of Peace, will not be found
behind any community in our country in the struggle which is
essentially based on peace. I venture to suggest that service in this
national struggle is an infinitely greater safeguard for the protection
of a minority that has tendered such service than any paper security.

I would like to lay stress upon khaddar and prohibition,
When in my wanderings I have met thousands of poor Christian

1 fhe message was given through the Secretary, Nationalst Christian Party;